Purity Moraa

I was born
in 2004

My mom is
Jane
Moragwa

I have 2
siblings

HEART
Centre:
Gucha

My annual
fees is
$600

My dream job
is
Agronomist

My father passed away 12 years ago, and I’m not over it. I am okay most of the time but it still
hurts just as much as it did the day he died. I was four, but deep inside me, I knew something
bad had happened and I would never see my dad again. What followed next was even more
traumatic. My paternal relatives accused my mum of killing ‘their son’. They evicted us from our
home. They never bothered about our welfare or education for my 2 siblings and myself. It was
painful to see my mother being pushed around and insults being hurled at her, “ Purity
narrates.
Purity’s mother Jane fell seriously ill, and there was no hope of her survival. Her husband had
died of AIDs, and she also tested HIV positive. This is when HEART came and enrolled her in the
WEEP project in 2013. Purity says HEART came to change the story of their lives. They found
love, acceptance and care. Her mother received medical support that greatly improved her
health. She also received training on earning income through agriculture.
Purity was enrolled in the KFS project in 2018 when she was joining high school. “After my
grade 8 exam results were out, it was clear that I would not join high school. My mum could
not raise the fees needed.” Says Purity. She had just been admitted to St. Anne Nyangoge Girls
High School. a well-performing school. HEART paid her fees and continued to support her and
now she is in Form 3. She has two years of school remaining and needs your support to achieve
her dreams of becoming an Agronomist.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

I was born
in 2001

I have 3
siblings

My annual
fees is
$600

My mom is
Gladys
Monyenye

HEART
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Cyrus Ocharo
“My father died of AIDS in 2005. Fifteen years later, I still dwell on the consequences of that loss. I
was only four but I still recall the silence around his death. I watched helplessly as my mother fell
apart and often blamed for his death. Within a very short time, she was very ill and I thought she
would die. She was so thin, I was afraid to go near her. But a miracle happened when she was
enrolled in the WEEP project, in 2012. Her health greatly improved and she became very jovial.”
Cyrus narrates.
While in the WEEP project, Cyrus’ mother Gladys, received medical care, food support, shelter
and psychosocial support. She also got trained on business fundamentals and kitchen gardening
and from that, she earns some income that enables her to feed her children. Gladys grew in
leadership, and she is the current WEEP coordinator for Gucha WEEP Centre!
Cyrus was enrolled in the KFS project in 2018 when he was joining Form 1 at St. Joseph
Nyabigena Boys High School. “My education support came at a point when I was almost
dropping out of school,” Cyrus explained. His school fees were paid fully and now he is in Form 3.
He dreams of becoming a doctor in future. He needs your help to get there.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

Rebecca Gesare

I was born
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fees is
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job Nurse

“My dad died when I was six years old. We were raised by my mother and maternal
grandparents. I remember being told that dad had gone to heaven. My elder sister told
me not to cry –dad had visited a far city then he would come back to us, but deep down I
knew that death was final” Rebecca recalls. Her father died of AIDS in 2010, leaving their
mother with the virus, no source of reliable income and 8 children to bring up.
Beatrice, Rebecca’s mother later fell ill and could not work on her farm to provide to her
children. Rebecca and her siblings went to school on an empty stomach and learning was
hard. Their uniforms were tattered and their house had a leaking roof.
“But things changed when my mum was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. HEART
took care of my mother’s medical bills and gave us a lot of food!.” Rebecca narrates.

Rebecca was enrolled in the HEART KFS project in 2018 when she was in Form 1. HEART
continued to support her and now she is in Form 3. She needs your help to achieve her
dream of becoming a nurse. She has 2 years of school remaining.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

Jared Oseko
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“My dad died from HIV/AIDS in 2009. I was 6 years old, my siblings were 9, 7, 3 and 1. All the
stories I hear about my dad from my family and friends paint a picture of a man who loved his
wife unconditionally and flourished through fatherhood. He loved children and having five of
his own who were healthy and happy was an endless source of joy for him. My mom was so
distressed, she always wore a sad face for years as far as I could remember,” Jared narrates.

Jared’s mother Joyce, was left with the responsibility of bringing up 5 children all by her self.
She was HIV positive and she regularly fell sick to a point of being unable to work. She got a
casual job as a shop attendant in a local supermarket in her neighbourhood. That way, she was
able to provide food for her children but nothing more. She could not afford school fees and
other school needs for her children. She was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. At that time
she had serious health problems due to HIV. She received medical care, additional food
support and was trained on business fundamentals and kitchen gardening.
Jared was enrolled in the KFS project when he was in Form 1 in 2018. He would not have
transitioned to high school, and his dream of becoming a doctor was vanishing. He is now in
Form 3. He has 2 years of school remaining. He needs your support to achieve his dreams of
becoming a doctor.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020
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Purity Mong’ina
“When I heard he was dead, I felt numb, for the next few days my eyes could not see beyond
my tears. I was only six years old when my father died. My mum went to pieces and I was just
old enough to be aware that she was in a mess. We received overwhelming support from
family and friends at the time, but things changed later. My paternal relatives threw us out. My
mum and my 4 siblings went to live with our maternal grandparents in a leaking grassthatched house. My mum Everene, out of desperation and despair, started falling ill. She was
diagnosed with HIV and immediately put on medication” Purity explains.
Purity’s mother was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. She was bedridden and hopeless.
She received medical care, food support and education support for her children. “HEART
transformed our lives, we felt love and care, that we so much needed,” Says Purity.
Purity dreams of becoming a teacher would have died but HEART came in and helped her to
join Itibo Girls High in 2018. She is now in Form 3 and has 2 years of school remaining. She
needs your help to become a teacher. The teaching profession is highly regarded in Kenya.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

I was born
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siblings
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“I was 11 years old when my father died. I was young, and my father’s death hit me really hard.
So I became very violent in school. It was just my way of dealing with the pain. At first, it was
barely noticeable. But, as time went on I started to miss him more. Stuff would happen that
would unexpectedly remind me of my dad, and I would kick things around. My mum was so
broken, she barely had any strength to comfort us. She started falling sick and was in the
hospital more often than not. I later came to learn she had HIV, the same condition that had
killed my father.” Niphon recalls.
Niphon’s mother Dorca was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. She received medical care,
food and psychosocial support. As soon as she regained her strength she was trained on
tailoring, business fundamentals and poultry keeping. This enabled her to feed her children.
Before enrolment into KFS, Niphon was always sent home for school fees. He was almost
dropping out of school in 2018 when he was in Form 1. HEART paid his school fees and now,
he is in Form 3. He has two years of school remaining. Please support Niphon to ascend higher
in his academics. He dreams of becoming an Engineer.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020
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To a girl, her dad is her place of safety. The person who gives up everything for her. The first person
to wipe her tears away when she is afraid or hurt. The first person to tell her how beautiful and
special she is. To a girl, her father is invincible. One day, in 2009, I learnt that my dad wasn’t
invincible after all. He died from AIDS. At a tender age, I was so angry, I cried for days, months and
years. I was only 9 but I had a feeling life had changed forever. My ever-smiling mum wore a new
face of sadness. She sobbed for many nights. She lost weight faster than she could buy new clothes
and her health was deteriorating by the day. She too had the virus.” Esther narrates.
Esther’s mum Gladys was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. She was sick, bringing up 5 children
and no source of reliable income. As a result of the WEEP’s intervention, Gladys’ life changed
drastically. She received food support, medical care, and psychosocial support. Her recovery was
very progressive and she immediately began to train as a tailor. She utilizes her tailoring skills and
farming her small piece of land to earn some income that is sufficient to feed her children.
Esther was also enrolled in the KFS project when she was joining Form 1, she was almost dropping
out of school since her father was no longer there to pay her school fees. She is now in Form 3. She
has two years of school remaining. Please support Esther to soar higher in her academics. Her
dream is to become a doctor.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

Dickson Ogeto
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“There is no quick fix for the pain of losing a father. I lost my father to HIV/AIDS when I was 7.
During and after that tumultuous time in my life, there was no place for me to grieve. On the day
of his funeral, only one person asked, “How are you?” maybe everyone thought I was too young to
understand that my father was gone forever. My father’s death changed the trajectory of my life. I
am a different person than I feel like I was meant to be. The rejection from my paternal relatives
pierces my heart daily”
Dickson is son to Esther, WEEP alumni from Gucha. She was widowed at a young age and left HIV
positive and the burden of providing for her 6 children. Losing a husband, and facing rejection in a
foreign land (She originated from Tanzania ), made her very sick. She was discharged from the
hospital not because she had recovered, but to go home and die. She says she was worried that
her children would end up in the streets with no one to take care of them. HEART came it and
Esther was enrolled in the HEART WEEP project in 2013. She received medical care, psychosocial
support and food. Dickson says that life changed. For once they found love and acceptance which
was their greatest need. His mother recovered well and began to train business fundamentals,
tailoring and kitchen gardening.
Dickson’s mother could not afford to pay the fees needed and Dickson to join high school. He had
given up on schooling and was ready to do manual jobs at 13 years of age. He was rescued by the
KFS project, where he received full school fees support. He is now in Form 3. He wants to be an
electrical engineer when he grows up and he needs your help. Please support Dickson to get to his
dreams.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020
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Margaret Ogeto
My dad was this lively man with a big sense of humour, he was a lovely man, I miss him a lot I
just would love if he was with me. When I was a little girl I was daddy’s girl. He bought me nice
things and a new dress every Christmas. When I was 8 he went to be with the Lord. Every day I
have to deal with triggers that remind me of my dad. I draw the strength of carrying on from the
memories of the time I spent with him as I live with the hope of meeting him someday”,
Margaret narrates.
Margaret’s mother Esther barely had any strength to comfort her children after the demise of
her husband. Before she could mourn her beloved husband she was evicted from her
matrimonial home by her husband's relatives together with her children. She was hosted by
friends which was not easy. All her relatives stigmatized her learning she was HIV positive. She
fell so sick and had given up on life. She grieved wondering who would help her children in case
she died! This is when HEART came in and answered her puzzle. She received medical care, food
support and education support for her children. “HEART transformed our lives, we felt love and
care, that we so much needed,” says Margaret.
Margaret dream of becoming a doctor was fading away but HEART came in and helped her to
join Kababe Girls High School. She is now in Form 3 and has 2 years of school remaining. She
needs your help to become a doctor.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

Doris Morang’a
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My dream
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What do you tell a child whose father has abandoned them? It's a perplexing tongue-tying
challenge. A verbal landmine. "Why did daddy leave? Will my daddy ever want to meet
me or see me? was it my fault that he left?” this is a question that has never left Doris mind
since 2017. Her father abandoned them after learning that his mother was HIV positive.
This left Perister, Doris’ mother with the burden of bringing up 3 children all by her self.
she had to fight through the pain of rejection, stigma and sickness. She had given up. She
was afraid she would die and her children would be left suffering. Her despair came to an
end when she was enrolled in the WEEP project. She has made it this far due to the
immense support she received from the WEEP project. She received medical care, food
support and psychosocial support. Her recovery was very progressive and she immediately
began to train as a tailor. She utilizes her tailoring skills and farming her small piece of
land to earn some income that is sufficient to feed her children.
Doris was also enrolled in the KFS project in 2018 when she was joining Form 1, she was
almost dropping out of school since her father was no longer there to pay her school fees.
She is now in Form 3. She has two years of school remaining. Please support Doris to soar
higher in her academics.
For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020
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“Before my dad passed, he confessed that he knew he wasn’t the best father. I didn’t know what
he was talking about, because to me he was a hero. He would always try to teach me new things,
or show me stuff that just baffled me. How to fix this, how to repair that. As a kid, I just sort of
smiled and nodded my way at times wondering if I would ever need that in life. When he died, I
was amazed by how much of it just seemed to come flooding back. When we were getting ready
to say goodbye, he sat my mum and the four of us and said he loved us. It broke our hearts to see
the despair in his eyes, but it gave us so much peace to hear him say that. My father died of AIDS
in 2015. I was only 12 years old ” Recalls Hezron.
Hezron is the firstborn son to Esther Kerubo, a Manga WEEP graduate. Before HEART came in to
support Hezron’s family, he was almost giving up. He says they did not have food, their house was
in a deplorable state, his mother was ill and he was always sent home due to lack of school fees. “ I
was ready to look for manual jobs to support my family since my mother was very ill,” he says.
However, My family experienced remarkable changes when my mother was enrolled in the WEEP
Project in 2017. She received medical care and her health greatly improved. We also received food
support and HEART built us a house.”
Hezron was also enrolled in the KFS project in 2018 when he was in Form 2. His school fees were
fully paid and he is now in the final year in high school. He has 1 year of school remaining. He
needs your help to become a doctor.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020
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“People say that losing a loved one is a great tragedy. I believed them but I never realized the horror
of it. Death was something beyond understanding for an 8-year-old, until 2009 when my father died.
He died of AIDS. I didn't know how to collect the pieces of my broken heart. I recall the many nights I
looked up the roof and asking myself when I would awake from this nightmare. It was here to stay,
my dad was gone. I could not feel anything but this pain right in my heart. I did not enjoy playing
soccer with my friends as I used to. Everything seemed different and unnatural. I hated to see my
mother cry. I felt the need to comfort and protect her as the firstborn son but I didn't have strength
for my own. Then hardships began. We had only one meal per day and my mother started falling sick
” Christopher recalls.
Christopher’s mother Linet was enrolled in the WEEP project in 2017. She received medical care, food
support and was trained on business fundamentals, tailoring and kitchen gardening. She is now able
to feed her children with 3 balanced meals per day. Christopher was also enrolled in the KFS project in
2018. He smiles with hope since he did not expect ever going beyond the eighth grade. His mum,
was in the WEEP program, learning tailoring when the time came for him to join secondary school.
She could not raise the fees needed for Christopher to transition to secondary level. It was such a
relief to his mum! She shed tears of joy when she received her son’s school fees cheque.
Christopher is a hardworking, responsible boy hoping to join the Kenya Army in future. He needs your
help to make this dream come true. He has 2 years of school remaining.

For more information contact Phyllis Wanjiru, Kids For School (KFS) Project Officer
phyllis@africaheart.com
September 2020

