Serving the Women & Children of HEART

conjures feelings
that I can’t begin to put into words. When I think of the mothers who have
survived HIV and all they have endured in poverty, physical pain, and
rejection of family and members of their communities, my heart aches, but
also I rejoice in seeing so many transformed lives. Those who know the
work of HEART, know exactly what I’m talking about.
When I think of the children of these precious women, I’m deeply struck by
the wonderous possibilities we provide by standing in the gap. To extend an
arm and say,

“Take hold. I’ll walk with you!”
That’s how it feels when it comes to providing education support for our
mother's children. When our mothers were facing death from the dreaded
disease of HIV, their greatest concern was the wellbeing of their children.

"But who will care for my child?”

When we sponsor a HEART student's education,

we
answer that desperate question! We stand in the gap. The mothers
can then concentrate on maintaining her health, developing her

income-generating business, and meeting the basic needs of her
family. We lighten the burden by providing school tuition and related
expenses.

Why is education so important?

Because it is making a
lifechanging difference for the next generation of HEART
mothers. Today, we’re seeing success stories of HEART children,
who are now adults, with careers in education, business, and
medicine. And it’s because others are standing in the gap.

In my new role as Executive Director of HEART , I can’t
express enough thanks for those of you who currently support educational
scholarships. We enrolled 53 new students into our education program.
These are the children of our mothers who performed very well on their high
school entrance exams. School fees are due the first part of July.
Current Deficit = $33,624

Will you be the ONE who stands in gap?
Tuition and school fees are only $600 annually
which supports a student in boarding high school for one year, covering
expenses such as tuition, bed, meals, medical insurance, exams and school
supplies. If your heart is pulling you in this direction, a gift of $600 will bring
you the joy of a special boy or girl student whose progress you can track
through timely updates.
Another way to support a student's education is with a donation of any
amount to HEART’s Educational Scholarship Fund. A gift of
$10...$25...$50...$100...or more will be pooled with other gifts to support a
HEART student.

With Father’s Day just a few days away
I ponder the meaning of a father. Ibelieve a father is a role model,
mentor, superhero, friend, protector, and someone who is always
there for his children (by birth or by choice). They are the ones who
teach us the true meaning of life, pick us up when we fall, and give us
the courage to fight again. Father's Day is observed worldwide to

honor a father's sacrifice every year.
Here is an opportunity to make a gift in honor of a special man in your
life who has made a positive impact. What a great way to celebrate by
helping a young person aspire to greater heights with an education,
which has a generational impact!
This is also a great way to stand in the gap for a child who has lost his
or her father and doesn't have the sense of security and protection a
father provides.
I encourage you to sponsor a student with their education.

A message from Phyllis
Please watch the video to hear the
heart of Phyllis our Education
Program Coordinator talk about the
importance of education for our
children and the positive impact
HEART is having in their lives.
Link

DONATE
HEART Education Fund

Comings & Goings
It's a time of transition here, as we prepare to bid
farewell to US Teams Coordinator Betsy Gunther
at the end of July. Betsy first joined HEART as a
volunteer in 2004. She became a staff member and
colleague in 2010. Almost 20 years of her life has
been committed to serving in Kenya. It's hard to say
goodbye, but we are excited for her future as an
elementary teacher at a local Christian school

where her daughter will also be attending. Betsy looks forward to bringing
teams in the future to continue supporting HEART.
Lydiah Njoroge, Freedom for Girls Program Manager /
Communications & Events, took on a new role with an
Artificial Intelligence (AI) company where she will serve as
their communications & events coordinator. Lydiah
faithfully served for thirteen years at HEART starting as an
intern. We are grateful for the opportunity to serve
alongside her, we wish her all our blessings and the Lord's
provision for her next calling.
Sally Kamura came to HEART in 2016 as a
casual sanitary towel packaging staff where
she assisted in packaging and dispatching of
FFG packages to our partners. In June 2019,
she was promoted to FFG Project Assistant
and worked closely with the former FFG
Project Manager. We are pleased to
welcome Sally as our interim Freedom For
Girls (FFG) Coordinator.
Please join me in welcoming Loreen Awuor to the
HEART Team as the new Kenya Finance
Manager. She comes to HEART with
approximately 10 years of finance experience
working for Omega Foundation. She has her
Bachelor of Commerce (Finance) degree from
the University of Nairobi and she is a Certified
Public Accountant.

PREVIOUS NEWSLETTER
If you missed May's Newsletter highlighting Mother's Day, our new WEEP
mothers and malaria prevention, please visit this link to hear more. Don’t
forget to subscribe to the YouTube channel and receive notifications!

BBQ FUNDRAISER
Round up your friends for a BBQ style fundraiser.
There will be 2 fundraisers in the month of
September to choose from. One in northern
California and one in southern California. More details to be provided. Seats
will be limited so you will want to get your tickets early.

CLOSING THOUGHTS
Ever wonder if what you do in life really makes a
difference? I think we all go through moments of selfdoubt, which I did recently. What I quickly discovered

was a teenage boy in Kenya, whose education I was
supporting, was giving up on life.
Othaniel was born with HIV through contact with blood
during childbirth from his infected mother. It broke my
heart to hear our Dr. Marianna tell me that Othaniel
was so angry and conflicted about his condition that he
had stopped taking his medicine and was going to let
the disease take its course. “He wants to die,” she said
to me.
This news struck me to my core, and all I could think to say was, “This is my
student…my son! I’m not only investing in his education, but in his future…
in his life. This can’t happen!”
When Othaniel heard that his sponsor was the new Executive Director of
HEART and that he couldn’t give up, his attitude changed immediately.
Shortly after, I was told that he promised to start taking his medicine and a
new stream of energy filled his soul. He had a desire to again hope for a
brighter future.
What a powerful difference we can make in another person’s life when we
offer hope and tangible support. My hope, prayer, and investment for
Othaniel is to see him, and other WEEP children, live better lives because of
education. The message we provide to each student we sponsor through
HEARTs Education program is … “You are worth it! We care for you! You
got this!”
As I was telling my husband about Othaniel’s change of heart, we found
ourselves crying together with tears of joy, not really understanding until that
moment the difference we were truly making in the lives of the student’s we
sponsor. We are so grateful for the opportunity to experience such joy! One
day we hope to meet Othaniel personally, to let him know in person how
much we truly care for him.
Your support of HEART is touching lives in more ways than we can even
imagine through the Women Equality Empowerment Program (WEEP),
educational scholarships, and Freedom for Girls (FFG).
May kindness return to you in the same beautiful way that it was given!

Gratefully,

Lori Powell

HEART Executive Director
loripowell@africaheart.com

WEEP Family Sponsorship
$190/month

Education Scholarships
$50/Month

Freedom for Girls
$12/year

DONATE
HEART
P.O. BOX 5675
Auburn, CA 95604
(530) 885-9600







